
  
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, December 28, 2021 

7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Lamb, Obasohan, 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Sweeney, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 

December 14, 2021 meeting. On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor 

Sapienza, the minutes were approved. 

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors.  

 

11,790 Communication submitted by Councilor Bona regarding short term rentals and the 

requirements of the City. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to postpone 

to the meeting of January 11, 2022, and return it as an Ordinance. The decision was a unanimous 

yea vote. 

 

11,970-2 An ordinance to amend Chapter 2, Section 2-27 of the Revised Ordinances of the 

City of North Adams by incorporating in said Section, Schedule A, a General 

Foreman (W-7) classification with the Streets & Facilities Division. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to adopt the 

Ordinance with a unanimous yea vote. 

 

12,045 Mayor’s communication #80 recommending Rebecca Waterhouse for 

appointment to the North Adams Public Arts Commission to complete the balance 

of the unexpired term of Eric Kearns, for a term to expire May 1, 2022. 

 



On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to 

accept the appointment by unanimous yea vote. 

 

12,046 Communication submitted by President Blackmer asking for time to present 

recognition of Council members and officials. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

President Blackmer shared a review of the two years the current Council has spent together, they 

work they’d accomplished, and the impact of COVID. She then addressed Councilors Lamb and 

Sweeney, for whom this was the final meeting. She noted the fresh perspective brought to 

Council by Councilor Sweeney, and Councilor Lamb’s leadership over his term in office, and the 

many contributions made by both. She then addressed Mayor Bernard, noting the huge shift and 

addition of priorities due to COVID. She commended his handling of this huge task, as well his 

ability to keep the City moving forward in its regular and ongoing initiatives. 

 

The President shared communications and commendations from Adams Select Board Member 

Christine Hoyt, and a citation from Massachusetts House Speaker Ron Mariano for Mayor 

Bernard. 

 

Councilor Lamb shared a citation from Senator Richard E. Neal for the Mayor as well, noting his 

efforts, achievements, and dedication to North Adams.   

 

Senator Hinds entered at that time, to congratulate the Mayor and Councilors Lamb and 

Sweeney. Senator Hinds noted the unprecedented work done over the last two years under the 

effects of COVID.  He then presented a citation from the State Senate to the Mayor, noting the 

Mayor’s impact in implementing life saving measures and effective, thoughtful decisions made 

on behalf of the residents of North Adams.  

 

Addressing Councilors Lamb and Sweeney, Senator Hinds noted Councilor Sweeney’s deep 

grounding in community service and being the voice of the unheard. He commended Councilor 

Lamb for being a long-time advocate for the City, and now for the County through his current 

position. Additionally, Senator Hines commended Councilor Lamb for the way he chose to step 

down, allowing room for new voices while offering to continue as a mentor. He presented 

citations to both Councilors. 

 

The Councilors offered their congratulations and best wishes for future endeavors to the Mayor 

and Councilors. 

 

Councilor Lamb thanked Senator Hines and all who offered remarks. He stated that it has been 

an honor to serve, and he looks forward to serve in different ways in the days ahead. 

 

The President called for Open Forum. 

 

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, thanked the Mayor for his friendship and leadership, adding that 

the Mayor did an excellent job during COVID.  He also thanked the Councilors for doing a great 



job for the City, and thanked the incoming candidates for the work they will do. He also thanked 

Councilor Sapienza for getting him involved in local politics. 

 

Eric Wilson thanked the Mayor and Councilors Lamb and Sweeney for all their contributions to 

the City. He is looking forward to the new year. 

 

Ashley Shade, 33 N. Church Street, thanked Councilor Sweeney for her work representing 

marginalized people and being a true role model. She thanked Councilor Lamb, emphatically 

stating that “Your work here has made the City better. End of discussion.” Ms. Shade thanked 

him for being a leader and a teacher. Ms. Shade thanked the Mayor for his service, and for 

helping her get involved in local politics. 

 

Josh Vallieres echoed the sentiments of the room, and thanked the Mayor and Councilors 

Sweeney and Lamb for being role models and helping him get involved. 

 

Jen Bernard addressed the Council. As a constituent, she thanked the Mayor for his service. She 

noted that he has always loved his position, and stated her pride in the job he’s done. She 

thanked Councilors Lamb and Sweeney for their hard work, and thanked the Councilors who 

will remain seated for their continued work. She acknowledged the new Mayor and wished her 

success. She noted that it was a privilege to share her husband with the City. 

 

The President called for Mayor’s concerns. The Mayor first offered condolences to Governor 

Swift and her family on the passing of Charles Hunt. 

 

The Mayor thanked all who spoke and provided remarks. He thanked Councilors, past and 

present, during his administration, noting the solid work done for the City even when not all 

were in agreement. He offered a special note of appreciation to Councilors Lamb and Sweeney, 

particularly in light of efforts on behalf of equity, inclusion, and diversity in the City. He added 

that they will continue to do positive, powerful things for the City. 

 

The Mayor acknowledged the incoming Councilors and School Committee members. He 

continued by thanking the staff at City Hall and Services, specifically the Fire and Police 

departments. He thanked the Clerk and Assistant Clerk for extra efforts, specifically through the 

elections.  

 

The Mayor stated that the new mayor will do a great job, and congratulated her on making 

history as the first female mayor of the City. He acknowledged the  talents and abilities that she 

will bring to the office. 

 

The Mayor thanked the residents of North Adams for sharing their voices and becoming engaged 

and involved in the political process. 

 

The Mayor stated that he loved and treasured his position, and he will take his lessons learned 

with him into his next chapter. He was grateful to all who he had worked with and encountered 

during his tenure. Notably, he thanked his wife and family for “building me up, picking me up, 

and putting up with me.” 



The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes. Seeing none, she called for Liaison 

Updates and Councilor Concerns. The only concern was to note the upcoming Inauguration for 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 at 11:30 am at Drury in the auditorium.  The President stated that 

while the ceremony is open the public, it was expected that attendance would be limited to about 

175 people due to the pandemic and social distancing. 

 
On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Sweeney, the meeting was adjourned 
at 8:20 pm. 
 
 
A True Copy 
Attest    \Cathleen M. King 
      City Clerk 


